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Lewiston Supporter Promotes Partnership 

A s The Idaho Foodbank celebrates  
its 30th anniversary, it’s really  
celebrating the relationships that 

make the organization successful. 
Donors, volunteers and partner  
organizations are the life-blood of  
the mission to “solve hunger”. In 
Lewiston, Lorrie Raymond embodies 
those relationships.

In fact, she embodies all three.
Raymond has donated to and  

volunteered with the Foodbank for 
nearly a decade. Now, she’s going 
even further – with a pantry run by 
her and volunteers from her church, 
the Orchards Baptist Church.

“I’d seen some of the statistics before,  
being involved,” Raymond said. “But to see 
people in person, to hear their stories and  
to hear how thankful they are for whatever 
we can give them, it has definitely opened 
my eyes.”

With one in six Idahoans struggling with 
hunger, Raymond knew that there would be  
people who would be happy for the chance 

to visit her Lewiston 
pantry. On the first day 
the pantry opened, just 
one client showed up. 
But word spread. 

Recently, Raymond 
said there were more 
than 63 households that 
came through the pantry 
in one day. She said it 
caught many in her 
church’s congregation off 
guard – including her.

“I think for those in our church who have 
volunteered and helped, it opened their eyes 
and they saw that there really is a need,” she 
said. “I don’t think they were sure that it was 
a great need.”

Now, Raymond said the pantry has left a 
permanent stamp on her community. More 
and more, people are learning that someone 
cares and someone is willing to help. 

And Raymond said it’s left a stamp on her 
and the other volunteers, as well.

“To me, it’s just a real blessing to be able to 
help folks,” Raymond said. “I’ve enjoyed 
talking to them and seeing them and it’s just 
a real blessing to me. It’s a blessing to be able 
to meet some needs. I’m very grateful for 
The Idaho Foodbank, which gets us so much 
of the food, which we’re able to give out.”
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From shoulder pads to Deloreans – the 
‘80s were in full swing at this year’s  

A Chefs’ Affaire gala in celebration of 
our 30th anniversary. The results were 
“totally rad!” It was a record-breaking 
year for the event, selling out for the first 
time in history. Attendees participated 
in record numbers, gave generously and 
helped raise nearly $275,000. In other 
words, our generous donors were able  
to help us provide food for nearly 1.1 
million meals for Idahoans who need it 
the most. That’s incredible!

The six-course dinner was delicious and 
each was served with an accompanying 
Idaho wine or beer. Twenty-two Treasure 
Valley chefs worked to prepare the meal, 
guided by Sysco Idaho’s Executive Chef 
David Knickrehm with support from 
Chefs Vern Hickman and Yvonne  
Anderson and their teams. At the end of 
the evening, the audience chose the Seared 
Scallops with Marbled Sticky Rice and 
Pineapple Béarnaise as the best course of 
the evening — the course was prepared by 
Chef Mark Ballen and his team from Lucky 

Fins, Chef Matt Slighter from Bella 
Aquila, Chef Bryan Forcina from 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House and Chef 
Dana Brenchley from Highlands 
Hollow Brewhouse.

When guests weren’t focused on 
the gourmet meal, they enjoyed classic 
‘80s music videos, posing for pictures in 
front of a Delorean, and bidding gener-
ously in the silent auction and enthusiasti-
cally during the live auction for chefs who 
pledged personalized dinners.

It is the Chefs’ auction that sets  
A Chefs’ Affaire apart. Not only do the 
area’s finest chefs volunteer to work  
together in teams to produce the always 
anticipated meal, but, they also agree to 
be auctioned off. The winning bidders  
receive the chef ’s donated time and  
talent as well as food to prepare meals for 
four to 12 people.

We are very grateful to the 500 guests 
who attended this year’s A Chefs’ Affaire. 
Their attendance and support are what 
make this annual event so special.

Our deep thanks goes to Sysco for its  
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16th Annual

A Chefs’ Affaire

continued support; to our generous  
sponsors Albertsons, Agri Beef Co.,  
Idaho Beef Council, Bank of America/
Merrill Lynch, Journal Broadcasting, 
and Intermountain Gas; to course spon-
sors Hewlett-Packard, Food Services 
of America, Idaho Central Credit 
Union, and J.R. Simplot Foundation; 
and special sponsors Kendall Ford of  
Meridian, Rose Hill Coins and Jewelry, 
Alaska Airlines, and Craig Stein  
Beverage.

Events

With the 2014 Art for Food 
event at Mayor’s Awards 

for the Arts, Pocatello is stepping 
up to help solve hunger once 
again.

This year’s event raised nearly 
$7,000 -- money that is going to stay in Eastern Idaho and help our 
Pocatello facility reach some of the most rural and hard-to-reach parts 
of our state.

“Time and time again, Pocatello steps up and blows me away,” said 
The Idaho Foodbank’s Eastern Idaho Branch Manager Rebecca  
Ristrem. “We are so lucky to work with and in a community filled with 
some of the most giving people. It’s a blessing.”

More than 60 people showed up for this year’s event, helping  
raise money and filling the Pocatello warehouse with a party-like  
atmosphere.

Art for Food

Save the date for next year’s event –  
September 10, 2015. Want to be involved? 
Make sure you let us know early. Email Teena 
Wright at teenawright@idahofoodbank.org.

Want to take part in this event  
in 2015? 
Email rristrem@idahofoodbank.org 
and let’s work together to make next 
year an even bigger success! 

62,722     
backpacks distributed

2013/2014 School Year



A FRESH LOOK 

T
he Idaho Foodbank came into existence in 1984, as a program of the  
Idaho Hunger Action Council. Comprised of representatives from local social 
service nonprofits, the Council had surveyed community pantries and found 

that the majority were unable to attract enough donated food to meet the demand. 
The Council’s solution was to create a central collection and distribution facility in  
Boise that had the capacity to accept donations from national manufacturers and 
hunger-relief organizations such as America’s Second Harvest (Feeding America). In 
its first full year of operation, The Idaho Foodbank Warehouse distributed 420,623 

pounds of food to 64 emergency food nonprofits. It was an auspicious beginning. 

 In this last fiscal year, the Foodbank distributed almost 15 million  
pounds of food through 230 community partners and its own  
direct-service programs. While the focus remains first and foremost on 

feeding hungry Idahoans, the means of achieving that goal have changed.  
New partnerships, especially in Idaho’s rich agricultural community,  

are resulting in more opportunities to provide nourishing food to more 
people, in more places. And while there are significant challenges 

associated with storing and distributing more farm-fresh food, 
the Foodbank, as it has for the last 30 years, is taking 
whatever steps are necessary to realize the vision of a 

hunger-free Idaho.
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Celebrating Change
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Dear Friends,

The Idaho Foodbank was formed in 1984 with a goal to end hunger in Idaho. The reality is 
that since then the demand for our services has grown significantly, while the face of hunger 
is also very different.

Too often, food insecure people are turning to inexpensive food, which is often lower in 
nutritional value, in order to stretch their budget and make ends meet. These choices can 
lead to bigger problems, like obesity, malnutrition, and other health issues. 

As we look forward, our goal must be to “solve” hunger, and not just fill hungry bellies. 
That’s why we’re expanding our partnerships with healthcare organizations, growing our 
Cooking Matters program to educate low-income people about buying, preparing and enjoying 
healthy food, and working closely with local food producers and distributors to help us provide 
healthy, nutritious food. 

By understanding that hunger goes beyond just the pangs of an empty tummy, we are 
working with community partners to shorten the amount of time our friends and neighbors 
are in need of assistance, or to prevent them from being in that place of needing assistance. 
It’s through these collaborative efforts that our communities will be best served by  
organizations with different, but overlapping missions and goals.

The Idaho Foodbank doesn’t exist, and will not exist, without being a community of 
organizations, volunteers and donors who unite in one mission. It’s how we were started,  
it’s our source of strength today, and it’s our best plan for the future. Your generosity has 
helped us serve millions of meals to Idahoans in the last 30 years. In the next 30 years,  
let’s work together to not just make people less hungry today; let’s solve hunger.

Together, I believe we can.

Karen Vauk, President/CEO   

Growing Partnerships

“The livestock were getting the 
slightly blemished produce the stores 
wouldn’t take. It was perfectly good 
and nutritious, and we wanted 
people to use it. I like the concept  
of the Foodbank - feeding people.” 

Fred Schreffler, Owner, The Berry 
Ranch, Nampa, Idaho

Food Distributed: 14,900,000 pounds 
People Served Monthly: 131,487*

Community Partners: 230

Reach: 39 of 44 Idaho counties

By Facility 

BOISE 
Food Distributed: 9,700,000 pounds 
People Served Monthly: 80,461*

Community Partners: 132
Reach: Southwestern/18 counties

POCATELLO 
Food Distributed: 3,800,000 pounds
People Served Monthly: 33,341*

Community Partners: 64
Reach: Eastern/16 counties 

LEWISTON  
Food Distributed: 1,500,000 pounds
People Served Monthly: 17,686*

Community Partners: 34
Reach: North central/5 counties
* Based on a 12-month average

Highlights FY 2014

1984  The Idaho Surplus Food Warehouse is formed as a project of the 
 Idaho Hunger Action Council; the state of Idaho donates the use of  
 the Armory in Boise.   

1987   523,041 pounds distributed.

1989   The Foodbank relocates to a 28,000 sq. ft. warehouse in Boise;  
 Lewiston office opened and staffed by a AmeriCorps Vista volunteer. 

The Idaho Foodbank: Thirty Years of Working To Solve Hunger

1994   An on-site 19,000 cubic foot freezer is purchased; Lewiston  
 warehouse opened. 

1996   3 million pounds distributed through 133 community partners.  

1998   Pocatello facility opened serving 5 community partners; first  
 A Chefs’ Affaire held in Boise. 

Pounds Donated in  
FY 2014: 224,682
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Trend In Donated Food

	
Revenue: 
Value of Donated Food                  $18,728,856 $23,707,118
Donated Funds  $5,832,906 $5,344,749
In-Kind Donations $234,921 $179,384
Program Services and Other  $295,704 $321,095
Total Revenue $25,092,387 $29,552,346

Expenses:
Program Expenses  

Purchased Food $976,194 $944,495
Donated Food and Freight  $18,729,563 $23,974,882
Other $2,285,213 $2,577, 937

Total Program Expenses  $21, 990, 970 $27,497,314
Administrative and Fundraising $1,617,046  $1,560,708
Total Expenses $23,608,016 $29,058,022

Awarded the coveted 4-star rating  
for five consecutive years.

2011   2012  

M
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2013 2014

Meals From Distributed Food Financial Statement

131,487         

donations go  
to support  
programs and  
services 

volunteer hours

$1=

93%          

47,857         

people served 
monthly   

20142013

2001   Boise warehouse on South TK Avenue opened; distributed  
 4 million pounds to 223 partners. 

2003   The Idaho Foodbank named most efficient charity in Idaho  
 by Charity Navigator.

2006   Backpack program for kids is launched.  

2008   Picnic in the Park served 75,000 meals.

2009   2.3 million pounds of food distributed through 34 Mobile  
 Pantry drops.

2010   School Pantry program is established with four pilot sites. 

2012   Cooking Matters is launched and 13 classes are conducted.  

2013   Distribution increased 130% from 4.6 million meals in 2008  
 to 10.7 million meals.

25%
25%

50%

25%
25%

50%

20142008

One meal is equivalent to 1.2 pounds of food as determined by the  
U.S. Department of Agriculture based on total U.S. food consumption.

8.8

9.5

10.7

12.4

Refrigerated Dry Frozen

The full audit report is available for 
review on idahofoodbank.org.

5



Making A Difference

School Pantry
a Program of The Idaho Foodbank

The Idaho Foodbanka program of 

Backpack  62,722 food-filled backpacks  
were distributed to 2,209 children statewide  
during the school year

School Pantry  helped as many as 1,342  
individuals with food for 129,787 meals during 
the school year

Cooking Matters  41 six-week classes  
provided life-skills to 472 individuals statewide

Picnic in the Park  52,973 free meals were 
served to 1,022 children over 11 weeks 

Mobile Pantry  35 communities and as 
many as 11,656 individuals received food  
each month

Our Vision
A hunger-free Idaho.

Our Mission
To help feed, educate and advocate 
for Idaho’s hungry through collabora-
tive partnerships to develop efficient 
solutions that strengthen individuals, 
families and communities.

Board of Directors
Chair  Steve Peterson 
Chair Elect  Darlene Nemnich
Treasurer  David Light
Secretary  John Culbreth 
Past Chair DuWayne Dahle

John Hammel, Mimi Hartman- 
Cunningham, Mike Jung, Jim Lamb, 
Mark McKellar, Susan Morris,  
Kevin Storms, Dr. Lorraine Tangen, 
Bridgette Wewers, Blair Wilson  
Board Fellow   Scott Blades

The Idaho Foodbank
Karen Vauk
President and CEO

Jenifer Johnson
Vice President of Development

Marco Valle
Vice President of Operations

Nicole Glisson
Chief Financial Officer  

Southwest Idaho
3562 S. TK Ave.
Boise, ID 83705
208.336.9643 
info@idahofoodbank.org 

North Central Idaho
3600 E. Main St.
Lewiston, ID 83501
208.746.2288
Cari Miller, Branch Manager
cmiller@idahofoodbank.org

Eastern Idaho
555 S. First Ave.
Pocatello, ID 83201
208.233.8811
Rebecca Ristrem, Branch Manager
rristrem@idahofoodbank.org

Each week during the school year, elementary-age  
children in need are given a backpack containing  
food for the weekend. At just under 6 pounds, these 
special packs include enough nourishing, child-friendly 
food for two breakfasts, two lunches, two dinners  
and two snacks. 

Schools provide a trusting environment where staff  
can offer parents a little extra support to feed their 
families. Pantry shelves are stocked with nutritious, 
non-perishable food items that can help sustain a  
family for up to five days.

Designed to help populations that do not have  
access to food assistance, Mobile pantries distribute 
fresh, dry and frozen food to underserved, primarily  
rural communities. 

From June to August, five days a week, children in 
low-income neighborhoods enjoy a nourishing lunch 
and educational/physical activity provided in a nearby 
community park. 

Courses provide practical nutrition and budgeting  
information, tasty recipes, and hands-on cooking  
lessons for all ages. Offered at no cost to the  
participant, the program is supported by underwriters 
and volunteers. 

idahofoodbank.org
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AHHH. THE FLUFFY GOODNESS OF MASHED 
POTATOES. FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO ENJOY 
THEM WITHOUT THE GUILT.

EXTREME FOOD MAKEOVER:
MASHED POTATOES

Cooking Matters: Healthy Tips

Empty Bowls is back 
and better than ever!

On the Friday after Thanksgiving, The Idaho 
Foodbank hosts Empty Bowls in downtown 
Boise on the Grove Plaza

Throughout the year we have collected hand-
crafted and hand-painted bowls from professional 
and amateur artisans, students, and studios. The 
event offers the opportunity to select a unique bowl 
from thousands and then enjoy a hot bowl of soup generously donated by 
one of 30 of our finest local restaurants. The funds raised by this event help 
to provide free food assistance to our Idaho neighbors in need this winter. 

This year’s event will be bigger and better!
We anticipate having close to 

3,000 bowls, so we are adding 
more tables to display bowls and 
more cashiers. That way there 
will be less time spent waiting in 
line! That means more time with 
family, enjoying your new bowl.

For additional information 
about Empty Bowls, visit out 
website idahofoodbank.org

Giving
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As you are making plans for the end  
of the year, you can help ensure that 
future generations grow up healthy - 

not hungry - by planning a gift to The  
Idaho Foodbank. Your legacy gift helps us to 
feed the future, distributing food to those  
in need, raise public awareness and promote 
viable solutions to hunger, now and for years 
to come.

A legacy gift comes from careful consider-
ation of a number of important factors, in-
cluding the assets to be used to fund the gift, 
the gift’s timing, effects on income-tax and 
financial planning, the impact on family 
members and friends, and the gift’s purpose. 
A legacy gift is best made with the counsel of 
your legal, tax or financial advisor. 

For information on Feed our Future 
please contact Teri McColly at  
208-577-2679, or  
tmccolly@idahofoodbank.org 
Thank you –  
with your help,  
we can solve hunger. 

FO
OD50+% 

Empty Bowls, Friday November 28th
11 a.m - 2 p.m.

Sponsors: Albertsons, Lyle Pearson, United Dairymen of  
Idaho and 94.9 the River. Additional support provided by  
Moxie Java and Ceramica.

Hope for tomorrow. 

of all donations come 
from individuals

Use half the amount of butter called for in the recipe.
Yes, Half! Don’t worry, see step 3 for ways to kick the  
flavor back up.

Try nonfat or low-fat milk, buttermilk, or yogurt inplace of 
cream or whole milk. Or start by going down just one fat 
level at a time (e.g., whole milk to 2% milk, then 2% to 1%).

Add fresh or dried herbs, such as chives or parsley, to  
take the flavor up a notch.

Tip: Start with just one change. Your family probably won’t notice the 
difference. Slowly try making other changes, one at a time.
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together we can solve hunger.
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Some of our Hope for the Holidays Partners

It’s that time of year again! With the holidays approaching, The Idaho Foodbank is 
making an effort to provide turkeys and holiday dinners to our Idaho neighbors in 
need - because nobody should have to go without a special meal during the holidays.

Here’s where you come in.
We need your help in collecting 18,000 turkeys over the next two months. To do this, 
you can go to any Les Schwab and drop off a donated turkey, or you can donate a 
turkey directly to the food pantry closest to you. That way, your donation goes directly 
to someone in your neighborhood in the fastest, safest and most efficient way!
For a listing of local pantries, visit our website.
Let’s make this holiday season a joyous time for everyone.
Together, we can solve hunger!

Donate today!


