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The Idaho Foodbank’s Backpack Program S O |V| n g C h | | d h O O d H u n ge r

ensures that students who are chronically
hungry have access to adequate food over the
weekend by providing them with a Backpack
full of nutritious, kid-friendly food every Backpacks distributed
Friday during the school year.

2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

statewide

children served statewide

participating schools
and districts

Making a Difference Survey Results Tell the Story
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in Children’s Lives 85% of parents “definitely or somewhat” agreed that the Backpack
than sa}ntisfy an empty stomach. ltimproves 72% of parents “definitely or somewhat” agreed that the Backpack
achild > social, err?c?tlor)al and phy5|cal. program helped stretch their household dollars to be used for
welll-pemg. In gdc.htlon, it creates happier other critical family needs.

families by relieving parents of the fear and

anxiety associated with not being able to 93% of school coordinators rated the Backpack programas “very
provide for their children. When basic needs beneficial” to children and families.

are met, children and families can thrive.



The Idaho Foodbank’s Backpack
Program provides students who are food
insecure with nutritious, kid-friendly
foodthat fitsin their backpack every
Friday during the school year. Meals
consist of items that are kid-friendly and
easy to preparein case thereisnotan
adult nearby to prepare a meal. Supply
chainissues over the last year made
itabit more challengingto find the
nutritious foods that are easy for kids to
open, suchas cans witha pop-top lid. Our

About The Idaho Foodbank

team was able to successfully navigate
these challenges and get the right food
tofit the unique needs for these kids.
This program would not work without
ourtireless teachers, counselors and
other staff partners at schoolsacross the
state.

There are many ways to measure the
impact of this program, but sometimes
itis best to hear it from the kids. When
asked how the Backpack Program makes
them feel, one child answered: “happy!”

“Thisyearwe hadan
overwhelmingly high need
forweekendfood bags. We

communicated this needand
it was met with understanding
and care. We were granted the
number of bags we neededto
meetall of our students’ needs.
Thankyou!”

-School Survey

“One of our students, we
found out, was taking care of
theiryoungersiblings at night
because both parents worked

late. They were so excited

togetfoodtheycouldeat
without having to wait until
the parents got home.”

-School Survey

BACKPACK PROGRAM

The Idaho Foodbank is anindependent, donor-supported, nonprofit organization. It is the
largest statewide distributor of free food assistance in Idaho. The Idaho Foodbank was
established in 1984 and since that time has distributed millions of pounds of nutritious food
throughits facilities in Lewiston, Meridian and Pocatello. In the last fiscal year, The Foodbank
provided food for 22.6 million meals to Idahoans living with food insecurity. The Foodbank
distributes food througha network of more than 480 partnersincluding schools, food
pantries, senior centers, feeding sites, shelters, mobile pantries and churches. Recognizing
the crucial connection between hunger and health, The Idaho Foodbank focuses on
providing nutritious food and collaborates with community organizations to promote
nutrition education, wellness resources and healthy living. Visit idahofoodbank.org for
more information. You canalso find us on your favorite social media platform.
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Southwestern Idaho
Administrative Offices
3630 E. Commercial Crt.
Meridian, ID. 83642
(208) 336-9643

Eastern Idaho

555 South 1st. Ave.
Pocatello, ID. 83204
(208) 233-8811

North Central Idaho
333110th St.
Lewiston, ID. 83501
(208) 746-2288
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CHARITY NAVIGATOR
Four Star Charity

The only Idaho nonprofit to receivea
four-star rating for 12 consecutive years.





